Incoming 9th grade
Students entering ninth grade must read the required text, and one (1) book from the recommended list.
To ensure good recall of major themes and elements of the text, students are strongly urged to take notes
on each book and record major characters, conflicts, settings and themes. Objective tests will be
administered during the first week of school and students will also write an essay during the first few
weeks of the first term.
Covey Sean, Seven habits of highly effective teens, 2014.
Imagine you had a roadmap—a step-by-step guide to help you get from where you are now, to
where you want to be in the future. Your goals, your dreams, your plans…they are all within
reach. You just need the tools to help you get there.

Pick an additional reading selection:
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
The extraordinary #1 New York Times bestseller, Markus Zusak's unforgettable story is about the
ability of books to feed the soul. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of
Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to
read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement.

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
In September of 1884, Robert Louis Stevenson, then in his mid-thirties, moved with his family to
Bournemouth, a resort on the southern coast of England, where in the brief span of 23 months he
revised A Child's Garden of Verses and wrote the novels Kidnapped and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde.
An intriguing combination of fantastic thriller and moral allegory, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde depicts the gripping struggle of two opposing personalities — one essentially good, the
other evil — for the soul of one man. Its tingling suspense and intelligent and sensitive portrayal of
man's dual nature reveals Stevenson as a writer of great skill and originality, whose power to terrify
and move us remains, over a century later, undiminished.

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
In 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends.
One of the girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun. When
"Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured
in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple
choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity
uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the
wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting
her views on courage, failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets
be enough to save her from the enemy?

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lumbar
Starting high school is never easy. Seniors take your lunch money. Girls you’ve known forever are
suddenly beautiful and unattainable. And you can never get enough sleep. Could there be a worse
time for Scott’s mother to announce she’s pregnant? Scott decides high school would be a lot less
overwhelming if it came with a survival manual, so he begins to write down tips for his new sibling.
Meanwhile, he’s trying his best to capture the attention of Julia, the freshman goddess. In the
process, Scott manages to become involved in nearly everything the school has to offer.

Under a Lucky Star by Roy Chapman Andrew
Under a Lucky Star is the autobiography—the lifetime of adventure—of the explorer and
archaeologist Roy Chapman Andrews. Adored by the public and pursued by the press, Andrews came
as close to superstar status in the 1920s as any explorer of the twentieth century. Much of Under a
Lucky Star focuses on his grandest adventure, the Central Asiatic Expeditions, a series of five daring
journeys into uncharted expanses of the Gobi Desert that produced a previously unknown treasuretrove of dinosaur remains. The Gobi region explored by Andrews and his team of scientists proved to
be one of the most fruitful sites on earth for late dinosaurs and it continues to yield extraordinary
paleontological discoveries.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer
whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in
medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's
cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her family
can't afford health insurance. This phenomenal New York Times bestseller tells a riveting story of the
collision between ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific discovery and faith healing; and of a
daughter consumed with questions about the mother she never knew.

