Incoming 11th Grade
Students entering eleventh grade must read the required text, Lord of the Flies, and one (1) book from
the recommended list. To ensure good recall of major themes and elements of the text, students are
strongly urged to take notes on each book and record major characters, conflicts, settings and themes.
Objective tests will be administered during the first week of school and students will also write an essay
during the first few weeks of the first term.

Required: Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Lord of the Flies remains as provocative today as when it was first published in 1954, igniting passionate
debate with its startling, brutal portrait of human nature. Though critically acclaimed, it was largely ignored
upon its initial publication. Yet soon it became a cult favorite among both students and literary critics who
compared it to J.D. Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye in its influence on modern thought and literature.
William Golding's compelling story about a group of very ordinary small boys marooned on a coral island has
become a modern classic. At first it seems as though it is all going to be great fun; but the fun before long
becomes furious and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and death. As ordinary standards of
behavior collapse, the whole world the boys know collapses with them—the world of cricket and homework
and adventure stories—and another world is revealed beneath, primitive and terrible. Labeled a parable, an
allegory, a myth, a morality tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision of the apocalypse, Lord of the
Flies has established itself as a true classic.

Pick an additional reading selection:
An Abundance of Katharines by John Green
An Abundance of Katharines is the story of Colin Singleton who, at the end of his high school career, is
unceremoniously dumped by a girl named Katherine. It must be noted that she is, in fact, the 19th girl named
Katherine with which Colin has had a relationship, none of which ended very well. Mired in rejection and
plagued with the knowledge that his status of "child prodigy" is nearly at an end, Colin sets off on a
walkabout with his best friend, Hassan, with the idea of finding a mathematical formula that can predict
where any relationship will head (and thus elevate him to the adult status of "genius").
The pair takes a road trip to Gutshot, Tennessee, where they are hired to chronicle the town's oral history
and find themselves involved with the locals in ways they never imagined. Yes, there's some math involved
but it's nothing that should scare anyone away. (Plus, there's a handy appendix at the back that explains how
everything works.) This novel is gripping in its simplicity and stunning in its originality.

Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain by Oliver Sacks
With the same trademark compassion and erudition he brought to The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat,
Oliver Sacks explores the place music occupies in the brain and how it affects the human condition.
In Musicophilia, he shows us a variety of what he calls “musical misalignments.” Among them: a man struck
by lightning who suddenly desires to become a pianist at the age of forty-two; an entire group of children
with Williams syndrome, who are hypermusical from birth; people with “amusia,” to whom a symphony
sounds like the clattering of pots and pans; and a man whose memory spans only seven seconds-for
everything but music. Illuminating, inspiring, and utterly unforgettable, Musicophilia is Oliver Sacks' latest
masterpiece.

The Math Olympian by Richard Hoshino
As a small-town girl in Nova Scotia bullied for liking numbers more than boys, and lacking the encouragement
of her unsupportive single mother who frowns at her daughter’s unrealistic ambition, Bethany MacDonald's
road to the International Math Olympiad has been marked by numerous challenges. Through persistence,
perseverance, and the support of innovative mentors who inspire her with a love of learning, Bethany
confronts these challenges and develops the creativity and confidence to reach her potential.
In training to become a world-champion "mathlete," Bethany discovers the heart of mathematics – a subject
that’s not about memorizing formulas, but rather about problem-solving and detecting patterns to uncover
truth, as well as learning how to apply the deep and unexpected connections of mathematics to every aspect
of her life, including athletics, spirituality, and environmental sustainability.

The Call of the Wild by Jack London
Jack London's novels and ruggedly individual life seemed to embody American hopes, frustrations, and
romantic longings in the turbulent first years of the twentieth century, years infused with the wonder and
excitement of great technological and historic change. The author's restless spirit, taste for a life of
excitement, and probing mind led him on a series of hard-edged adventures from the Klondike to the South
Seas. Out of these sometimes harrowing experiences — and his fascination with the theories of such thinkers
as Darwin, Spencer, and Marx — came the inspiration for novels of adventure that would make him one of
America’s most popular writers.
Considered by many London's greatest novel, the book is a gripping tale of a heroic dog that, thrust into the
brutal life of the Alaska Gold Rush, ultimately faces a choice between living in man's world and returning to
nature. Adventure and dog-story enthusiasts as well as students and devotees of American literature will find
this classic work a thrilling, memorable reading experience.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer simulated war games; he is, in fact, engaged in
something far more desperate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender may be the military genius Earth
desperately needs in a war against an alien enemy seeking to destroy all human life. The only way to find out
is to throw Ender into ever harsher training, to chip away and find the diamond inside, or destroy him utterly.
Ender Wiggin is six years old when it begins. He will grow up fast.
But Ender is not the only result of the experiment. The war with the Buggers has been raging for a hundred
years, and the quest for the perfect general has been underway almost as long. Ender's two older siblings,
Peter and Valentine, are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different ways. While Peter was too
uncontrollably violent, Valentine very nearly lacks the capability for violence altogether. Neither was found
suitable for the military's purpose. But they are driven by their jealousy of Ender, and by their inbred drive for
power. Peter seeks to control the political process, to become a ruler. Valentine's abilities turn more toward
the subtle control of the beliefs of commoner and elite alike, through powerfully convincing essays. Hiding
their youth and identities behind the anonymity of the computer networks, these two begin working
together to shape the destiny of Earth-an Earth that has no future at all if their brother Ender fails.

Light in August by William Faulkner
Light in August, a novel about hopeful perseverance in the face of mortality, features some of Faulkner’s
most memorable characters: guileless, dauntless Lena Grove, in search of the father of her unborn child;
Reverend Gail Hightower, who is plagued by visions of Confederate horsemen; and Joe Christmas, a
desperate, enigmatic drifter consumed by his mixed ancestry.

The Martian by Andy Weir
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be
the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking
him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s
alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive.
Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving
environment, or plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first. But Mark isn't ready to give up
yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he steadfastly
confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to
overcome the impossible odds against him?

