Incoming 10th Grade
Students entering ninth grade must read the required text, The Five People You Meet in Heaven, and one
(1) book from the recommended list. To ensure good recall of major themes and elements of the text,
students are strongly urged to take notes on each book and record major characters, conflicts, settings and
themes. Objective tests will be administered during the first week of school and students will also write
an essay during the first few weeks of the first term.

Required: The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
Eddie is a grizzled war veteran who feels trapped in a meaningless life of fixing rides at a seaside amusement
park. His days are a dull routine of work, loneliness, and regret. Then, on his 83rd birthday, Eddie dies in a
tragic accident, trying to save a little girl from a falling cart. He awakens in the afterlife, where he learns that
heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden, but a place where your earthly life is explained to you by five people.
These people may have been loved ones or distant strangers. Yet each of them changed your path forever.
One by one, Eddie's five people illuminate the unseen connections of his earthly life. As the story builds to its
stunning conclusion, Eddie desperately seeks redemption in the still-unknown last act of his life: Was it a
heroic success or a devastating failure? The answer, which comes from the most unlikely of sources, is as
inspirational as a glimpse of heaven itself. In The Five People You Meet in Heaven, Mitch Albom writes an
astoundingly original story that will change everything you've ever thought about the afterlife--and the
meaning of our lives here on earth.

Pick an additional reading selection:
The Hot Zone: The Terrifying True Story of the Origins of the Ebola Virus by Richard Preston
The bestselling landmark account of the first emergence of the Ebola virus. A highly infectious, deadly virus
from the central African rain forest suddenly appears in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. There is no cure. In
a few days 90 percent of its victims are dead. A secret military SWAT team of soldiers and scientists is
mobilized to stop the outbreak of this exotic "hot" virus. The Hot Zone tells this dramatic story, giving a hairraising account of the appearance of rare and lethal viruses and their "crashes" into the human race.
Shocking, frightening, and impossible to ignore, The Hot Zone proves that truth really is scarier than fiction.

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Timeless and entertaining, exotic yet simple, this fable breaks down the steps in the journey we all take to
find the most meaningful riches in our lives. Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who dreams about finding
a treasure in the pyramids of Egypt, shows how along the way we learn to trust our hearts, read seemingly
inconspicuous signs, and understand that as we look to fulfill a dream, it looks to find us just the same...if we
let it.

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Ray Bradbury’s internationally acclaimed novel Fahrenheit 451 is a masterwork of twentieth-century
literature set in a bleak, dystopian future. Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and
literature is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the
most illegal of commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never
questions the destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred,

who spends all day with her television “family.” But then he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse,
who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the world
through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of television.

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness
north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to
charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new
life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless
came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild.

Sula by Toni Morrison
Two girls who grow up to become women. Two friends who become something worse than enemies. In this
brilliantly imagined novel, Toni Morrison tells the story of Nel Wright and Sula Peace, who meet as children in
the small town of Medallion, Ohio. Their devotion is fierce enough to withstand bullies and the burden of a
dreadful secret. It endures even after Nel has grown up to be a pillar of the black community and Sula has
become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an unforgivable betrayal—or does it end? Terrifying, comic,
ribald and tragic, Sula is a work that overflows with life.

Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky
The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky,Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie as
he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family drama,
and new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, and life on the
fringes. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those
wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up.

Under the Blood Red Sun by Graham Salisbury
Tomi was born in Hawaii. His grandfather and parents were born in Japan, and came to America to escape
poverty. World War II seems far away from Tomi and his friends, who are too busy playing ball on their
eighth-grade team, the Rats. But then Pearl Harbor is attacked by the Japanese, and the United States
declares war on Japan. Japanese men are rounded up, and Tomi’s father and grandfather are arrested. It’s a
terrifying time to be Japanese in America. But one thing doesn’t change: the loyalty of Tomi’s buddies, the
Rats.

The Absolute True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Junior is a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian reservation. Born with a variety of medical
problems, he is picked on by everyone but his best friend. Determined to receive a good education, Junior
leaves the rez to attend an all-white school in the neighboring farm town where the only other Indian is the
school mascot. Despite being condemned as a traitor to his people and enduring great tragedies, Junior
attacks life with wit and humor and discovers a strength inside of himself that he never knew existed.
Written with raw emotion by acclaimed writer Sherman Alexie, the National Book Award-winning novel THE
ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one unlucky
boy trying to rise above the life everyone expects him to live.

